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6 AUGUST 2017 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. 
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God.  At the eucharistic table we remember 
all who are hungry or poor in our world today.  As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give 
ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 



LUTHER MEMORIAL CHURCH 
LUTHER MEMORIAL ACADEMY 

225 West Tenth Street  Erie, PA 16501  814-454-0106 
THE REV. WILLIAM COLEMAN, Pastor 

 

THE REV. J. DAVID MUMFORD  LINDA GRAFFIUS, RN  
Pastor Emeritus Director of Care & Health Ministries 
WALT GABER               JAN MACINNES                                                                                                   
Cantor                Care Ministry                                                                          
RON KING BETH KELLER  
Pastoral Asst. ~ St. Matthew’s/Holy Trinity Youth and Family Ministry 
THE REV. RICHARD SCHULTZ  SARAH PRYLINSKI 
THE REV. ROY WASHILL  Youth and Family Ministry 
THE REV. BRIAN MORAN  SUSAN M. BELOTT  
Pastors in Residence  Academy Administrator  

    
 

6 AUGUST 2017 
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Holy Communion • Setting II • 10:30 

 
GATHERING – “The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.” 

 
PRELUDE –  Partita on "Praise and Thanksgiving"   John A. Behnke    
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 
C  Amen. 
 

P Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.  

 

P Eternal God our creator,  
C  in you I live and move and have my being. 
 Look upon me, your child, the work of your hands. 
 Forgive me all the wrongs I have done, 
 and cleanse me from proud thoughts and empty desires. 
 By your grace draw me near to you, my refuge and my strength; 
 through Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen.      > 

 

P Since we are justified by faith, 
 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
 In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 
 and for his sake, God ☩ forgives us all your sins. 
C  Amen. 
 

 

Text for this hymn is a translation of verses selected from among the 51 of a 12th century poem of  
uncertain origin sometimes attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux. The melody is the work of an English 

stocking manufacturer, who marked the tune "Subject from Beethoven," but was then unable 
 to point out where. He published several volumes of and about music in his lifetime. 
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GREETING     2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KYRIE     Luke 17:13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
> 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     Ruth 2:4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
P  Let us pray, 
C Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with 

abundance.  Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this 
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

WORD – “God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song.” 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5 

 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
 come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
 come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
 without money and without price. 
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
 and delight yourselves in rich food.       > 



3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
 listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
 my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
 a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
 and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
 for he has glorified you. 
 

L  The word of the Lord.                   C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
Refrain:  (Sung once by the choir, then repeated by the congregation and sung where indicated by R.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness. 

9The Lord is loving to everyone, 
and his compassion is over all his works.  

14The Lord upholds all those who fall;  
           He lifts up those who are bowed down.  R 
 
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, 

and you give them their food in due season. 
16You open wide your hand 

and satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
17The Lord is righteous in all his ways 

and loving in all his works.  
18The Lord is near to those who call upon him, 

to all who call upon him faithfully.  R 
 
19He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 

he hears their cry and helps them. 
20The Lord preserves all those who love him, 

but he destroys all the wicked. 
21My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; 

let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.  R 
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 9:1-5 
 

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2I have 
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to 
them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 
 

L  The word of the Lord.                   C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
VERSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:13-21 
 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat into a 
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 
14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 
15When it was evening, the disciples came and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 
the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said, “They 
need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves 
and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took 
up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Please be seated. 
 
SERMON Pastor Coleman 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

The phrase “bread of life” as a metaphor for scripture has misled many people into thinking  
of this hymn as being connected with the Lord’s Supper, when its true subject is Bible study.  

Both the author and the composer were active in the work of the Chautauqua assembly. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary.      > 
     

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried.      
  He descended into hell.   
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS     1 Timothy 2:1  
 

A Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
A  God of the covenant, call your church on earth to worship together to glorify your name in every 

language and in every land.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
A  God of abundance who provides fields of wheat and vineyards of grapes, bless farmers and growers 

who furnish bread and wine for tables of abundance.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
A  God of all compassion, raise up just leaders who care for the poor and hungry.  Let nations share your 

bounty across the world and assure that no one goes without food.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
A  God of all, fill those who are starving, whether they long for food or companionship.  Comfort the 

lonely and grieving; heal those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, especially those names on our 
prayer list and those names we offer to you now…. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
A  God who satisfies, bless the feeding programs of Luther Memorial Church and the Bethany Outreach 

Center.  Be with those who greet those receiving food, with those who stock food pantry shelves and 
those who point out need whether in our neighborhood or half a world away.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
A  Bless us as we remember the saints at your everlasting feast, especially Eloise Schaper, Linda Wiest, 

and Cynthia Hartman, until we join them at your bountiful table. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the mercy of Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.                  C  And also with you.     Romans 16:16 
 
Please be seated. 



MEAL – “God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.” 
 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED     Psalm 116:12 
 

An Individual Silent Prayer as We Prepare to Make our Offering: 
So God blessed them, and God said to humankind, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth  

and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air   
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” Genesis 1:28 

 
ANTHEM – "The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee" (Psalm 145:15, 16)            Jean Berger  

 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; 
and thou givest them their meat in due season. 

Thou openest thine hand, 
and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY                       LBW 565 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A Merciful God, 
 you open wide your hand 
 and satisfy the need of every living thing. 
 You have given us all of our blessings, 
 and so now we make our humble offerings to you 
 as a sign of our thanksgiving. 
 We pray this through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING     Matthew 21:9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to 
you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so with the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:       

 
 
 
 
 
                

                   
                     
 

 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

P Holy, living, and loving God, 
 we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

 We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 
  for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
  and for sending your Son as our Redeemer. 
 

 We give you thanks for Jesus 
  who, living among us, healed the sick,  
  fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, 
  gave his life for others.             

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.    
   

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.                       

 Remembering, therefore, 
  his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
  we await your promised life for all this dying world.      
   
 

 Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
  carry us in your arms from death into life, 
  that we may live as your chosen ones, 
  clothed in the righteousness of Christ.          
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
  Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in your holy Church, 
  both now and forever. 
C Amen.                 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,    
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen.     Matthew 6:9 

AGNUS DEI 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P Come, let us eat, for now the feast is offered. 
 We receive this meal with hearts of thanksgiving. 
C Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
 
 

Today's service is a celebration of Holy Communion.  We believe that Jesus Christ 
 is truly present in the gifts of bread and wine, bringing forgiveness of sins and new life 

 to all who receive this sacrament.  All baptized Christians who come at our  
Lord's invitation  are welcome at His table of grace. 

 
 

 
 

COMMUNION     John 1:29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The text for this hymn is the work of a prolific hymn writer of 17th century Germany.  
The tune, whose composer was a great organist and hymn-writer of 19th-century England,  

was originally written for a wedding hymn. 
 

HYMN FOR THE DISTRIBUTION                  LBW 197 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 

Care Ministers please come forward to the altar during the singing of the Post-Communion Canticle. 
 

 
The author of this hymn text achieved considerable recognition for his work in the parishes  

of 20th century England.  He wrote the current hymn to meet the need for harvest thanksgiving hymns.  
He used the tune, a Gaelic folk song, to give the popular tune wider circulation. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Jesus Christ, host of this meal, 
 you have given us not only this bread and cup, 
 but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 
 Filled again by these signs of your grace, 
 may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
 may we thirst for your way of peace, 
 for you are Lord forevermore. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 
 



SENDING – “God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.” 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION CARE MINISTERS 
 

P Compassionate God,  
 as Jesus called disciples to follow him,  
 bless these faithful servants who go forth and share your word and sacrament  
 with those who are sick or homebound.  
 May these gifts be signs of our love and prayers,  
 that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ,  
 all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING     Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P May God, whose power working in us 
 can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 
 grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 
 Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL     Luke 7:50 
 

A Go in peace.  The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C Thanks be to God.    
 
 
 

POSTLUDE –  Jubilation on "Praise and Thanksgiving"            John G. Barr 
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